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WHAT CAN AHIMSA DO ?

Q. Wherever in the world today one casts' one's eye, there
is nothing but violence and power politics to be seen. And this
obtains even in democratic countries like England and America.
Have you pondered as to what your ahimsa can do under such
circumstances ?

A. It is true that power polities' exist everywhere ; but you
are very much mistaken if you imagine that true democracy
obtains either in America or England. The voice of the people
may be said to be God's voice, the voice of the Panchayat. But
how can there be the voice of God where the people themselves
are the exploiters as England and America are ? They live
on the coloured races by exploiting them. If the voice of the
people is the voice of God, they will be above party. His scales
will ever be evenly weighted with truth and non-violence. This
statement embraces my reply. My ahimsa is neither maimed
nor weak. It is all-powerful. Where .there is ahimsa, there is
Truth and Truth is God. How He manifests Himself, I cannot
say. All I know is that He is all-pervadiiig and "where He is,
all is well. There is, therefore, one law for all. Wherever in
the world Truth and Non-violence reign supreme, there is peace
and bliss. That these exist nowhere shows that they are hidden
from man for the time being. But they cannot disappear for
ever. That faith must sustain the faithful.
Harijan, 29-9-1946                (From the original in Gujorati)
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